The new GMO law proposal:
what it could mean for vour

food, your farm, and your
freedom

The EU is debating a major change to GMO law.

Many new genetically modified plants created with CRISPR and other gene
editing tools may no longer be labeled, risk-assessed, or traceable.
This affects you — whether you're a farmer, food producer, consumer, seed
saver, or policymaker.

What are New
GMOs

) g , New GMOs are named NGTs = New Genomic Techniques
‘ - . G Gene-editing tools like CRISPR/Cas9 that modify plant DNA.

o) . These New GMOs can:
rganlc Alter up to 20 genes without risk assessment and

grower traceability from soil to plate
Be sold without GMO labels

Spread in nature without controls or monitoring
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Why it matters:

NGTs leave no visible trace — but the changes are
real. Without labeling or regulation, farmers and
cannot choose if they want GMOs in their fields and

consumers can never know what’s in their food.

Current Law Proposed Reform

(Directive 2001/18/EC) (2023)

ANNEX I
e GMO p roducts must e A new catego ry of Criteria of equivalence of NGT plants to conventional plants
- H A NGT plant is considered equivalent to conventional plants when it differs from the
be labeled and traced gene edlted Crops recipient/parental plant by no more than 20 genetic modifications of the types referred to in
(N GT’]) may be points I to 5, in any DNA sequence sharing sequence similarity with the targeted site that can
. be predicted by bioinformatic tools.
¢ RISk assessments exem pted (1) substitution or insertion of no more than 20 nucleotides:
req u i I‘ed (2) deletion of any number of nucleotides;
for health and e No labeli ng, no (3) on the condition that the genetic modification does not interrupt an endogenous gene:
. epe . a) targeted insertion of a contiguous DNA sequence existing in the breeder’s gene
environment traceability, no risk . . ™ ¢ .

assessment (b) targeted substitution of an endogenous DNA sequence with a contiguous DNA

sequence existing in the breeder’s gene pool;

* Pu b ll = transpare ncy targeted inversion of a sequence of any number of nucleotides;

and ContrOl ¢ CO“Sldered any other targeted modification of any size, on the condition that the resulting DNA
“e quivalent” to sequences already occur (possibly with modifications as accepted under points (1)

and/or (2)) in a species from the breeders’ gene pool.
conventional

breeding — even with
up to 20 gene edits

But it’s not final.
The proposal is still
under discussion in the
EU institutions —
Parliament,

Commission and Leam more and

Council have not

reached agreement. take aCtion!
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