The EU Seed Law Reform
What it could mean for your

seeds, your rights, and
biodiversity

The European Union is proposing a single, unified seed law to replace 12
existing directives. While it aims to simplify regulation, the current
proposal could limit the rights of farmers, seed savers, and small producers,
and introduce legal uncertainty even for non-commercial,
conservation-focused seed work.

WHAT’S POSITIVE IN

THE PROPOSAL?

« Home gardeners can access seed without full variety
registration

‘ - ' X 1 ] / " » Clearer definition of conservation varieties:

Includes modern landraces

Seed Organ IC - Excludes F1 hybrids
Farmers
savers grower « Excludes varieties with IPR (e.g. patents)
: * Micro-enterprises (< €100k turnover/year) may be
. exempt
May lose the Risk legal No guarantee of Affected by No longer
ability to freely barriers to NGT/GMO-free legal e (e Treated as + Farmer seed sales possible in small quantities
use and share non-commercial conservation or uncertainty share seeds “professional - Parliament version improves access for civil society
their own conservation and heterogeneous and admin o G s R conservation groups
seeds Sharing seeds burdens full compliance For more info watch Seed law reform webinar nordicseedalliance.org
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Potential negative Potential negative WHAT IS AT RISK?
effects on FARMERS effects on SEED SAVERS
* limited farmer seed exchange: type of PRM, quantity * no exemption for the transfer of PRM for the purpose of Broad legal scope
.. S R SR » “Marketing” includes free seed exchange

» gene bank samples cannot be distributed to farmers, only ) o . “Professional operator” includes farmers, networks, gene

hobby gardeners * GMO/NGT not excluded from conservation varieties banks
« farmers who produce seed for themselves have extra « amateur varieties and old fruit. varieties — not Conservation under threat

TN e el I Wi oy ieEd ke * No exemption for seed sharing for conservation

) . . * Gene banks can’t give seed to farmers

* newly developed conservation varieties can’t be sold to N R e e e v el cerin e aallke i

farmers farmers

« Separate infrastructure required to store/use
farm-saved seed

- g * Organic & public breeding at risk

EU deC|5|°n'mak|n9 process * NGTs/GMO seeds are not excluded from “conservation
varieties” or “heterogeneous material”

* Could enter seed systems without labeling, traceability

H or risk review

STATUS

EUROPEAN COMMISSION
proposes draft legislation For more on this, see our companion poster on the

GMO/NGT law reform or watch recorded webinars at
www.nordicseedalliance.org

- WHERE THE LAW STANDS

Proposal: July 2023

* Proposal published: July 2023 e
 Parliament vote: Delayed (originally April 2024) i B s i 8
. Council position: Expected end Of 2025 Commission proposal Commission proposal
« Trilogue negotiations: 2026 o — G

* Implementation possible from: 2027-2028

MNegotiations between
the three institutions
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12 Directives, slightly different rules per species, with 2 pillars for regulated species

+ Registration of Plant Varieties (DUS — VCU in agricultural crops)
CURBENY or professional operators LEGAL Learn more and
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+ Seed Lot Certification as a rule, few exceptions (standard vegetable seeds, fruit CAC material) RE FE RE NCE
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DEROGATION REGIME FOR NON-DUS VARIETIES UNDROP Article 19 — take aCtlon!
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+ Since 2008, Conservation Varieties: genetic erosion, only agricultural & vegetable Farmers’ Right to Seed . . Q ‘\
FORMAL species, quantity & region limits for production & marketing The 2018 UN Declaration ) o N Y ‘
SEED MARKET + Since 2018, prganlc Hetgrogeneoug Material: notiﬁcgtion based on description guarantees farmers’ right to save, Si gn the petition: ey
of characteristics, no maintenance, light seed production rules Y. use, exchange, T e rforks.org

. el SRl eRRel, www.kvann.no
This proposal risks undermining
FARMER SEED ( ) . those rights — especially for www.sesam.se
SYSTEMS - EXCHANGE/SALE that is NOT MARKETING small-scale and non-commercial www.fresamlerne.dk
+ Depends on Member States: very different interpretation of
AGCI:)(?SI(;RD:’\;FI‘II!(S);TY ‘mgrketing'/'commercialexptoitgion' of seeds : SCES NORDIC SEED
4 www.nordicseedalliance.org ALLIANCE

The current EU legislation. Source: Fulya Batur, Kybele



