
The EU Seed Law Reform
What it could mean for your 
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The European Union is proposing a single, unified seed law to replace 12 
existing directives.  While it aims to simplify regulation, the current 

proposal could limit the rights of farmers, seed savers, and small producers, 
and introduce legal uncertainty even for non-commercial, 

conservation-focused seed work.

• Home gardeners can access seed without full variety 
registration

• Clearer definition of conservation varieties: 
Includes modern landraces

• Excludes F1 hybrids

• Excludes varieties with IPR (e.g. patents)

• Micro-enterprises (< €100k turnover/year) may be 
exempt

• Farmer seed sales possible in small quantities

• Parliament version improves access for civil society 
conservation groups

For more info watch Seed law reform webinar nordicseedalliance.org

Learn more and
take action!
Sign the petition:
 www.raiseourforks.org
www.kvann.no
www.sesam.se
www.frøsamlerne.dk

www.nordicseedalliance.org

WHAT’S POSITIVE IN 
THE PROPOSAL?

 Broad legal scope
• “Marketing” includes free seed exchange
• “Professional operator” includes farmers, networks, gene 

banks

Conservation under threat
• No exemption for seed sharing for conservation
• Gene banks can’t give seed to farmers
• New varieties from on-farm selection can’t be sold to 

farmers
• Separate infrastructure required to store/use 

farm-saved seed

• Organic & public breeding at risk
• NGTs/GMO seeds are not excluded from “conservation 

varieties” or “heterogeneous material”
• Could enter seed systems without labeling, traceability 

or risk review

For more on this, see our companion poster on the 
GMO/NGT law reform or watch recorded webinars at 
www.nordicseedalliance.org
•

WHAT IS AT RISK?Potential negative 
effects on FARMERS

Potential negative 
effects on SEED SAVERS

• no exemption for the transfer of PRM for the purpose of 
conservation (extra bureaucracy!)

• GMO/NGT not excluded from conservation varieties

• amateur varieties and old fruit varieties – not 
transferred in the new regulation

• limited farmer seed exchange: type of PRM, quantity

• gene bank samples cannot be distributed to farmers, only 
hobby gardeners

• farmers who produce seed for themselves have extra 
bureaucracy

• newly developed conservation varieties can’t be sold to 
farmers

LEGAL 
REFERENCE
UNDROP Article 19 – 

Farmers’ Right to Seed
The 2018 UN Declaration 

guarantees farmers’ right to save, 
use, exchange, 
and sell seed.

This proposal risks undermining 
those rights — especially for 

small-scale and non-commercial 
actors.

• Proposal published: July 2023
• Parliament vote: Delayed (originally April 2024)
• Council position: Expected end of 2025
• Trilogue negotiations: 2026
• Implementation possible from: 2027–2028

�THE LAW IS NOT ADOPTED YET 
– THERE IS STILL TIME TO ACT

STATUS 
– WHERE THE LAW STANDS


